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My LORD, 


| Know not that the following Sheets Will at all 
affe Your Lordſhip, for I cannot ſay, 
That Your Lordſhip did Communicate with 
the Diſſenters before, or does with the Chnrch 
now ; nor does it Import much whether you did 
either. The Diſcourſe is nat meant fer a Satyr 
2 Your Lordſhip, nor upon any Man elſe ; neis 
ther has it any Double Aſpeft, but direftly Points 
at the Fatt, . which whether it be a Crime or not , 
let their Conſciences judge , who know themſelves 
Guilty. 


My Lord, the Step Your Lordſhip made into 
the Chair, had ſomething in it of Surprige, and 
Your Management of u has more. The Figure Your: 
Lordſhip made, when You were the Man whom the 
King delighted to Flenour , was very Magnifacent ; 
and we find, that fince that, Your Lordſhip does 


not bear the Sword in vain. 
| AF [ bear 


The Preface. 
T bear Your Lordſhip Te/timony , That T ne 
' ver beard any Man reflef, ether on Y our Lord- 
ſhip's Morals or Management , ( ſince Tour be- 
ing Lord. Mayor) /aVZ only in the Matter of 
Pinners- Hall : And fince wo body has opened 
their Months on Your Loraſhip's Behalf , T 
humbly crave leave to be Your -Lordſhip's 7: 
. Vocate in one Point, One Principal Allegation againſt 
Your Lordſhip, i, That You forced: the Piows, 
Conſcientious Mr, M--:--- to the Meeting-houle, 
and there enclos'd him, nolens wvolens , contrary 
to the true Intent and Meaning of an At of Par- 
liament , in that Caſe made and provided, Entis 
tuled, An Ac for Liberty of Conſcience, exc. 
And that at. the ſame time, Your Lordſhip 
cauſed the Sword ( that very Individual . Sword, 
that had the Honour to be carri'd ſo: far before the 
King) even the City: Sword of State, to be carrud 
t0 a Conventicle or Meeting-houſe, call'd Pin- 


ne rs-Hall. 


My Lord, T own the Faft in Your Lordſhip" 
behalf , that Your Lordſhip's Sword and Swords 
Bearer was there; and can find out but two Clauſes 
m which Your Lordſhip can be chars'd with a 


Miſtake. ck 


. One 


The Preface. 

One is m forcing that Good Man againſt his Cons . 
feience. Liberty of Conſcience is a thing, that Gens 
tleman , 1 confeſs , never was fond of. But ſince 


 *tu now become every Subjetts right, ths hard Your 
Lordſhip ſhould refuſe it Mr, M-- ondn, 


. But now, My Lord, T muſt crave the freedom © 
to inform Your Lordſhip, That Mr. M----, and © 
Your Lordſhip, are exafly under the ſame Pres 
dicaments as to Liberty; for if Your Lordſhip 
has, againſt his Will, oblig'd him to go to Pinners- 
Hall; Your Lordſhip ſeems in as large a meaſure 
to be impos'd upon, in being . d to | 20 70 the 
Cathedral Worſhip of Se. Paul's. 


Till Your Lovdthip arriv 'd at the Magnitude 
Tou now ſit in, You never ſuffer d Your Self to be 
abridg'd of Your Liberty; and ſhall Your Power be 
Great in every thing, but im Na penn of 


Vour ſelf * 


4 My Lord, either Tour Profeſſion before. was 
Bad'or Good: if it was Bad, Your Lordſhip does 
well to alter it, and would do better to do ſo Wholly. 
If "twas Good, Why does Your Lordſhip alter 
it at all? But I beg leave of Your Lordſhip to 
conſider how *twas poſſible to be both Good and Bad 


t99. 


The Preface. 

'too ? That Your Lordſhip ſhould Worſhip God one = 
way. im the' Morning , and another in the - Afters 

noon, © 'My Lord, Tour Elevated Station places 
Vou above the Fear of Man, and be that is above 
Fear, is above Shame. If Tour former Prifeſſion 
was Good, Your Lordſhip need never be aſham'd 
of it: Tf 'twas Bad, You need not be aſham'd to 
mend it , for no wiſe Man tis aſham'd of growing = 
wiſer. 2 


FRumane Politicks ſeldom agree with Nice Cons 
| ſciences ; and if 1 could entertam ſuch baſe Thoughts, 
as to believe Your Lordſhip deſigns by this to 
gain Parties, and make both Your Friends ; 1 
would think it alſo needful to aſſure Your Lord- 
ſhip, that by it You will moſt effeFually loſe both 
Parties; but Your Lordſhip is wiſer than to need 
that Admonition. Your Lordſhip never was a 
Trimmer i Yoar life, and certainly You won't Trim 
it. with Your Maker. oo 


I neither preſs Your Lordſhip to go to Church 
or Meeting, but to uſe the Juthority Man has 
given you to procure Your ſelf the freedom of ufiug 
the Judgment God has given Jou; That honeſt 
Myr, M------ may have hs Liberty, and Your 
 -Lotdſhip Your own. mah 


IWe 


The Preface: 
We were in bopes when Your Lordſhip firſt 
appear'd in the Quire at Paul's, that you were 
effeftually convinced of your former Error , as a 
Viſſemer ; and that Noble @uire _ ſhould have been 
orae'd at its firſt Opening with ſo, Noble a Cons 
vert as Your Lordſhip; but fince we find 
Your Lordſhip is pleaſed tro praffice fuch Lati- 
tudinarian Principles, as to be a Conformift m 
the Morning, and a Nonconformiſt before 
. Night; it puts us upon conſidering what this new 
fort of a Keligjon that looks two ways at once, 


means . | 


The following Sheets, if Your Lordſhip fhould 
give Your ſelf the trouble of readmg them, will dis 
rey. paint out to Your Lordlhip what is meant 
by this blunt Preface. In ſhort, That the Church 
or the Meeting-houſe , is the Place where Your - 
Lordſhip may Worſhip, but that both Church 
. and Meeting houſe, at the ſame time, is prepoſles 

 rous, Derogatory to the Charatter of Your Lord- 
ſhip's Wiſdom, a Scandal upon the Grandeur. of. the 
Principal Magiſtrate of the City ; and a ſlight put 
upon God himſelf, as if Your Lordſhip were very - 
indifferent which way you did it, and conſequently, | 
Þhether you did it all, or not, 


Þ 


- Your - 


The Preface. 

\Your Lordſhip fit: ts m a Chair of Great Authos ; 
rity, and the Reſpe&t due to Vou is Great, and 
Your Example is very fignificant, Wherefore "tis tle 
Author's humble Requeſt to Your Lordſhip, That 
You will be pleas'd to conſider, whether the Example 
Your Lordſhip now /ers us; is ſuch as-You would 
really adviſe any body to follow, and if not, T have 
no more to ſay to the Matter ; But that I am , 


Your Lordſhip : 
Moſt Humble Servant; | 


One, Two, Three, Four, 


DISCOURSE 


_ UPON 
Occaſional Conformity. 


ME , H E N I review the Paſt Times, 
0/4 = and look back upon the various 
y Scenes, which they preſent us 
| as to Eccleſiaſtical Tranſactions 
& within this Kingdom, there 
ſeems eqreegl more ſtrange than the Turns. 
| we have had from Popiſh to Regal Suprema- 
cy, from the Romiſh Religion to Reform'd , 
from Reform'd back again to Romiſh, and then 
to Reform'd again, and ſo on throngh ſeveral 
Degrees of Reformation, and back again from 
thoſe Degrees to the firft Steps of Reformation, 
and then forward again. 
King Henry the 8th, a Prince of a haughty 
_ Spirit, difdaining the Inſolence with which 
his Predeceſfors were treated by the . Popes, 
B - gave. 


A Diſcourſe upon == 
gave the firſt Shock to the Roman Power in 
* theſe Kingdoms, I won't ſay he ated from 
any Principles of Conſcience , whatever hig 
* Ambition and Intereſt Jed him to pretend ; 
but that, as it is in moſt Caſes of Publick Re- 
 volutions, was the Gloſs; however it was, 
 haviog ſatisfh'd his Pride by ſubduing the Su- 
premacy of the Pope, and eſtabliſhing his 
own ; his Intereſt next guided him to che Sup- 
preſſion of Abbies and Monaſteries; the hort|- 
ble Vices wich were protected, as well as 
practiſed in thoſe Neſts of Superſtition, giving 
| his pretence of Piety the larger Scope; and ['] 
for once be ſo free with the Character of that 
Prince, as to ſuppoſe what to me ſeems plain, 
thar neither This Religion, or That, were of much 
moment in his thoughts, but his Intereſt , as the 
Sequel made plain, by the Seizure he made of 
the Revenues of the Church. And yet the 
Juſtice of Providence ſeem'd very conſpicuous 
in thar point, That thoſe Houſes who under 
_ the ſpecious pretences of. Religion and extra- 
ordinary Devotion, had-amaſled to themſelves 
| vaſtRevenues to the Impoveriſhing many Fa- 
- miles, and in the mean time practiſed ſecret- 
ly moſt unheard-of Wickedneſs, ſhould under - 
the ſame pretence of, Zeal and Piety be ſup- 
p preiled 


Occaſional Conformity, . 
preſſed and. impoveriſhed by a Perſon, who 
merely to ſerve his own Glory, triumph'd over 
them, pretending, es like, to ſhew bis Zeal for 
the Lind, 

Some do aſſure us, That the Eyes of this 
Prince were really open'd as to the Point of 
Religion; and that had he liv'd longer,he wou'd 
molt effeAually have cltablith'd theRetormation | 
in his time; but God, who gave him that light, 
if be hadit, however he might accept his la- 
_ tention, as | ho did that of David's building his 
Houſe, yet he reſerv'd the Glory of the Per- 
formance to his Son. 

King Edward the 6th, of whom wondrous 
things are ſpoken in all our Engliſh Wricers, and 
more than we need ſuppole ſhould be licerally 
true; yet was, without doubt, a Prince of the 
ſtricteſt Piety, not only that ever reign'd, bur 
that ever liv'd, perhaps, ſince the Days of Jo» | 
fiah, whoſe Parallel our Writers ſay he was. 

The Reformation began in his hand ; 
but that the Proteſtant Religion had Wor re- 
ceivd in Enzland many years before, by the 


i preaching of John Wickliff, Wiltam Taudall and 


| Others, and had many Profeſſors, and thole 
| ſuch, who gallantly offered their Lives in de- 


ſence of the Truth, 
'B 2 ' Hut 


4 


\A Diſcourſe #pors 
But it got but lictle ground for Religion has 
but few VYotaries, while all irs Profeffors mul 
alſo be Confeſſors, and while Exile or Mar- 
tyrdom is all the preſent proſpect of advantage 
to be got by it. 

None will dare to be Diſleaters in times of 
Danger, but ſuch whoſe Conſciences: are fo 
awaken'd that they dare not be otherwiſe. 

But in the Hands of this young Prince, the 
grcat Work was begun, and in a ſhorter time 
than could be imagin'd, was finiſh'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd; the Romaniſts fled or conform'd; for we 
find but very tew had any Inclination to Mar- 
tyrdom if it had been pur upon them. Some 
indeed to ſhow the Nature of their Religion, 
Pleaded for Baal, and rebell'd, ſtirring up the Ig- 
norant People to Murther their Gideon. for 
throwing down the Altars of Baal ; but like che 
Ephramites of old , their Shiboleth was their un- 
doing, — 


God, who thought fit to diſcover the Levity i 
of thoſe who had only Conform'd, and not Re- 


form'd, who, in exemplum Regis, had took up 
this as they wou'd have done any Religion, and 
alſo for the Tryal and Glory of his Church, 
jufter'd all this great Fabrick, however of his 61" 
Working, to be overthrown at the Death of chis 
good 


f 


Occafronal Conformity. 
o00d King, and a Deluge of Cruelty and Po- 


the Queen, his Siltcr. _- 

Burt Popery found more Difſenters than the 
Reformation had done, and the Impreſſion 
Religion had made on the Minds of thoſe 
who had ſincerely Embrac'd it, was not fo 
ealily Detacd as the pretended Reformation 
of Others; for the Giofles men had pur on 


their Actions, only as a Cover from common 


Obſervation, was ſoon viicover'a, when the 
Safety of owning their Old Principles render'd 
thoſe Outſides no longer needful ; but where 
the True Religion had gor footing in the Mind, 


it was ſtill the ſame, whatever Alterations of 


Times might make i: Dangerous ; and yet 


all People did not burn ; but lome being perle- 


cuted in one City , fled to another ; and Geys 
many eſpecially was a Sanctuary for the Diſtrel- 
ſed Engliſh Proteſtants, thir Country having 
been before-hand with us in the Reformacion. 


'T'was here that our Exil'd Clergy having 


Convers'd with the Learned Reformers abroad, 
and particularly with Jobn Calvin, found,that tho 


_ theywere reform'd indeed from theGroſs Errors 
of Popery and Superſtition, there was yet leveral 


things 


5 


pery overwhelm'd the People in the Reign of | 


A Diſcourſe upon 

things which might be further and further re- 
form'd; and being willing to arrive to the 
oreateſt Perfection they were capable of in 
Religion, (that as near as poſlible they might 
purſue the Great Example ot Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe 
Name they profels'd, and for whom they cou'd 
moſt glorioully die), they corrected in them- 
ſelves thoſe things which they ſaw needful, and 
by Letters to their Brethren in England commu- 


nicated their Opinions, with their Reaſons, ex- 


horting them to go on unto perfection as they 
had begun. - 
Some of the moſt Zealous for Piety and 
Holineſs of Life, reje&ted this Motion ; and 
Others as Zealous and Pious, clos'd with it ; 
and the Diſputes were carried ſo far ſometimes, 
as to invade the Charity of one another; an 
humble Acknowledgmenc of which you have 
in a moft Chriſtian Reconciling Letter from 
Biſhop Ridley to Biſhop Hooper, two of the 
moſt Glorious Triumphant Martyrs that ever 
confeſt the Truth of Chriſt at the Stake. 

_ For the preſent, the Fire of the Perſecution, 
(as the Greater Light obſcures the Leſs), extin- 
guilh'd that of Diſſention. Bur when Queen 
Elizabeth relcu'd the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Church enjoy'd its Peace again, the Debate 
reviyd: 


Occab onal Comfundi 


reviv'd : But the firſt Eſtabliſhment of King Ed- 
ward obtain'd ſo on the Minds of men, that the 
further Reformation was rejected ; the other 
Party being not at all convinc'd,tho” over-rul'd, 
ſubmitted their Perſons to the Laws, but not 
their Opinion ; aftirming,** That 'twas the Duty 
« of every Chriſtian, ro endeavour to ſerve God 
<« with the greateſt Purity of Worſhip that was 
« poſſible; and that this was the Pureſt Worſhip 
«© which came neareſt co the Divine Inſticution, 
«which they believ'd the Eftabliſh'd Licurgy did 
© not, and therefore in Conſcience they mult be 
© Diſſenters. 

It muſt be own'd, That the Oridhead Authors 
of theſe Diſputes were Learned, Devout, and 
ſingularly Pious, ſtrict in Converlation to Cx- 
els; if that be poſſible , and from thence, in a 
fort of happy Deriſion, were call'd ran: ; - 

_ of whom | ſhall ſay nothing, but leave fora 
Record the laſt Speech of a Famous Foreigner, 
who had ſcen the way of living among thole: 
Diſſenters, and ſpeaking of the Words of Bas. 


laam, Let me dye the death of the righteous, and let 
my latter end be like his, cry'd Our, 


Sit Anima Mea cum Puritanis Anglicanis. | 


© 1 ſhall 


8 


{pericy of the Church of Chriſt has been more 


A Diſcourſe hon © 

I ſhall not take upon me to obſerve the 
Difference between theſe Primitive Diſſenters 
and Our Preſent, which is, too plain ; nor to 
diſpute the Subſtance of the Point in De- 
bate between them and the Eſtabliſht National 
Church. ” I 

L ſhall only obſerve, That the Reaſons for the 
preſent Diſſenters Separation from theEſtabliſhe 


Church,are [aid to be exactly the ſame they were 
_ then;zand the preſent Diſſenters are the Succeſſors 


of thoſe firſt, as the preſenr Conformilts are the 
Succeſlors of the firſt Reformers under King 
Edward the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth. z 
I muſt acknowledge, that it fares with the 
Church of England, and with the Diſſenters 
both, as it has always far'd with Chriſt's Church 
in the whole World; That while Suppreſt and 


_ Perſecuted, their Profeſſors were few, and their 


Profeflion more levere ; but when a Religion 
comes to be the Mode of the Country, ſo ma- 
ny painted Hypocrites get into the Church, who 


are _not by their Voices to be diſtinguiſh'd , 


that Guile is not to be ſeen, till it arrive to Apo- 
ſtacy. The whole Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoy, from 
the firſt Century of the Chriſtian Church, is 
tull of Inſtances ro confirm this, That the Pro- 


fatal 


Occaſs onal Con formity. 


| fatalto ic, than all. the Perſecution of its E ne- 


mies. 
I am now brought down to the preſenc 


Time, when the Diſſenting Proteſtant is ſhel- 
tered by the Laws, and prote&ted from the 
Violence which he ſuffered in the Late Reigns, 
under the Arbitrary Commands of luch State- 
Miniſters who ſtrove to daſh the whole Prote- 
Rant Intereſt to pieces by its own weight : And 
nothing is more apparent to thoſe who are any 
thing acquainted with the Jare Management of 
 Afﬀairs in this Land, than that the Court uſed 
both Parties alternately, as Policy and Occaſion 
directed, to Suppreſs and Deſtroy one another; 
that the whole Houſe, which being ſo divided , 
con'd not ſtand, might at laſt fall of ir ſelf 

| But our Eyes are at laſt open'd, and the | 
Name of Proteſtant is now the common Title 
of an Engliſhman, 'and the Church of England | 
_ extends her Protection-to the Tender Confci- 
ences of her Weaker Brethren, knowing that . 
all may be Chriſtians, tho' not alike inform' d; 
and the Diſſenter extends his Charity to the 
| Church of England, believing that. in his due 
time God ſhall reveal even this unto them, It 
this is not, [ wiſh this were the Temper of 
both Parties; and I am ſure 1t js already the 
C A 


A Diſcourſe upon” 
Temper-of ſome of each Side, and thoſe few 
are of the Wiſeſt, raoſt Pious, and moſt Jy. 
dicious. - —» 
But while Frailty and Infirmity is an Efſen- 


tial to Humanity , and. Pride and Hypocriſy 


are the two Regnant Vices of the Church, this 
Good Spirit cannot be Univerſal, and vie do 


| not expect 1t. 


But there is a ſort of Truth which all men 


owe to the Principles they profeſs ; and gene- 


rally ſpeaking, all men pay it; a Iurkisa Twk 
zealouſly and entirely ; an [dolater is an Idola- 
ter, and will ſerve the Devil to a tittle: None bur 
Proteſtants halt between God and Baal 3 Chri- 
ſtians of an Amphibious Nature, that have 
ſuch Prepoſterous Conſciences, that can. be- 
lieve one Way of Worſhip tq be right;and yer 
ſerve God another way themſelves; This is a 
ſtrange thing in Iſrael. The whole Hiſtory of 
Religions in the World: do not ſhew ſuch a 
Cale : *Tis like a Ship with her Sails hal'd 
ſome back, and ſome full : *Tis like a Work- 


| man, that builds with one Hand, and pulls 


down with tother : 'Tis like a Fiſherman, 
that catches Fiſh with one: hand, and throws 
them jatothe Sea with another : /'Tis like eve- 
ry thing that ſignifies nothing. To ſay a man 


Call 


_ Occafronal Conformity, 
can be of two Religions, is a Contradiion, 
unleſs there be two Gods to worſhip, or he has 
two Souls to fave. 
Religion 15 the Sacred Profeſion of the Name 
of God ; ſerving him, believing in him, expefling 
from hy and like the God it © refels to, 'ris in 
one and the ſame Obje&t, one and the ſame 
thing perfe&ly indiviſible and inſeparable ; 
there is init no Neuter Gender, no Ambigous 
Article, God or Baal ; Medinmy are impol- 
f1ble. : | 
As to the different Modes and Ways, which 
are the Circumſtancials of this Sacred Thing I 
call Religion ; 1 won'e ſay, bur that as Ns 
take different Courles at Sea, yer to the beſt of 
their Skill, keeping to the diced Rules of Navi- 
oating by the Compaſs, they may arrive at the 
fame Port; ſo Chriſtians raking different Me- 
chods in the ſerving this God, yet going tothe 
beſt of their Judgments by he direct Rules of 
the Scripture, may arrive at the ſame Heaven ; 
but this is nothing at all to the Caſe ; for no Ship 
would arrive at any Port, that failed two ways 
together, if that were poſſible ; Nor No man can 
ſerve One God, and at the ſame time hold rwo 
Opinions. There i is but one Belt, and he that 


gives God two Beſts, gives him the Beſt and 
C 2 the. 


A Diſcourſe upon 
the Worſt, and one [poils c'other, till both are 
good for nothing, 

| have ſaid already, that both the Church of 
England, and the Diſlenter, ſuffer in their Repu- 
| ration forthe mixrMultitude of their Members, 
which is occa(ion'd by their preſent Proſperity : 
If a Third Party were to tyrannize over them 
both, we ſhould ſee then who were Profeſ: 
ſors, and who were Confeſſors - but now it 
cannot be: Wherefore, I think 'twere well to 
put both Sides in mind of one thing, which 
they are bound mutually to obſerve; and that 
is, That the Perſonal Mſcarriages of any pare 
ticular Perſon or Member , is not really any Res 
flection upon the Religion they profeſs, nor ought 
not to be ſo accounted, unleſs it be where ſuch 
Milcarriages are the direct Di&ates of the 
Dottrines they teach; and thus I would be 
underſtood in the preſent Caſe. Wherefore [ 
ſhalt give my Eſſay as to what I underſtand a 

Real Diſſenting Proteſtant js, or-ought to be. 
He who Diſſents from an Eſtabliſh'd Church 
on any account ,, but from a real Principle of 
Conſcience, is s  Politick , not a Religious Djs 

_ fenter. To explain my (elf; He who Diflents 
from any other Reaſons, but ſuch as theſe, 
That he firmly believes, the ſaid Eftabliſhed 
Church 


Occafronat Conformity. 
Church is not of che -purelt Inſticution, but that 
he can really ſerve God more agreeable to 
his Will, and that accordingly 'tis his Duty to 
do it lo, and no otherwiſe. Nay, he that can- 
not Dye, or art leaſt defire todo ſo, rather than 
Conform , oueht to Conform. Schiſm from the 


Church of Chriſt is, doubtleſs, a great Sin; 


and if I can avoid it, I ought to avoid it; bur 


if not, the Cauſe of that Sin carries the Guilc 
with it. | 
But if I (hall thus Diflent,and yetat the ſame 


time Conform; by Conforming | deny my 


Diſſeat being lawful , or by my Diſſenting I 

damn my Conforming as linful. 

Nothing can be lawful and unlawful at the 
ſame time; if it be not lawful for me to Diſ- 

ſent, I ovght to Conform ; but if it be unlaw- 


ful for me to Conform, I muſt Diſſent; ſeve-- 


ral Opinions may at the ſame time conſiſt in a 
Country, in a City, in a'Family, but not in 
one entire Perlon , that js impoſſible. 

' To come to the point; there are Difſenters 
who have ſeparated from the Church of Eng- 
land, and join'd in Communion with Diflenting 
Churches or Congregations. They have ap- 
pear'd Zealous, Conſcientious, and Conſtant ; 
haye born the Reproaches and —— ncics 
of 
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of their Party, nay, fuffer'd Perſecution, and 
Loſs of Eſtates and Liberty for the Cauſe : And 


who could have fo little Charity as to doubr 
the Sincerity of their Profeliion ? And yet theſe 


Perſecuted, Suffering Difſenters, to make them- 


ſelves room in the Publick Advancements, and 
Glittering Gawdy Honours of the Age, ſhall 
Conform to that which they refus'd under all 


| thoſe Diſadvantages todo before. And which 
' 1s worſe than all this; hear O Heavens! as ſoon 


as the preſent Honour is attain'd , ' the preſent 


Advantage made, they return to the former 


Circumſtance again, and are freely receiv'd, 
a double Crime, as having done no Evil. 

TI know not, I profeſs, what thele Perſons 
can ſay for themſelves, and therefore cannot 


_ pretend to Anſwer their ObjeCtions ; but I can- 


not omit one Anſwer which ſome People give 
for them , Viz. That this is no Conformity in 
Point of Religton , but done as a Civil Aftion , 


| in Obedience to the Laws of the Land, which 


have made ita neceſlary CharaQteriftick- Qua- 


| lity, for admittance into Publick Employ- 


ments, which they think it their Duty to ac- 


cepr, in order to ſerve their Country, which 


they ,doubly perform by executing thoſe Of- 


"to the Publick Intereſt, and by excluding 


thole 
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thoſe who would otherwiſe get into thoſe 
Places, and betray their Country and their Li- 
berries. 

[ have never met with any confi derable Ex- 
cuſe made for this faſt and looſe Game of + 
Religion, bur this, and this [ defire to conſider 
a lictle particularly, 

1. That this is no Confor nity. in Point -« | 
Religion , but done as a Civil 4Fion, How 
this can be poſſible, remains to be determined. 
'Tis trne, the Morality of an Aion conſiſts 
- its End; but I cannot conceive that an Aci- 

ourely and originally Religious , ſuch as 
he Solevan Ordinances of God's Worſhip, Can 
be made Civil Actions by any End, Deſign, 
Will, or Intention of Man whatſoever. 'Tis 
true, an Oath, which is a calling God to wit- 
neſs, is an ACtion both Civil and Religious, 
but ſtill char was appointed and '1nftitured to 
chat end, as is expreſly noted, Heb. 
Naaman's bowing in the Houſe of Rimm; to 
which the Prophet) anſwered, Go im peace , 
_ which is underſtood 2s a perm! on, is a ching 
 Rtill different; for Naamm oaly bowed for the 
Conveniency or State of the King, at the ſame 
time publickly diſowning the Worſhip, as It» 


terpreters are of Opinion ; beſides, bowing the | 
Head, 
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Head , though ict'may be a cuſtomary Act'of 
Worſhip at that place, yet is no Act confin'd 
to Worſhip only, and inſtituted and directed 
ſo by the God who is Worſhipped , but is an 
A& us'd in Common Salucations. Thus we 
kneel to God, and to the King ; but Sacra- 
ments are things appropriated by the Divine 
Inſtitution of God himſelf, as things which 
have no other Signification or Import but what 
is Divine : Had Naaman defir'd to be excuſed 
in offering Sacrifices to the Idol Rimmon, the 
Prophet would hardly have bid him go in 
peace. Some Actions are not Civil or Reli- 
ious, as they are Civilly or Religiouſly per-_ 
Ann; bur as they are Civit or Religious in 
themſelves; for ſome Religious Actions are lo 
entirely ſuch, that they cannot without a hor- 
rid Invaſion of the Sovereignty of the Inſticutor 
be appropriated to any other uſe, and ſuch 
are in eſpecial manner, the Two Sacraments 
inſticuced by Chriſt ; ſuch was, before Chriſt, 
the Sacrifices by Fire ; And the Judgments of 
_ God on Nadab and Abibu, for attempting to 
offer Sacrifice with ſtrange Fire, ſtands as a ter- 
rible Inſtance of what we ought to think is the. 
Will of God in this matter, 


Further 
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Further, ſpeaking directly of the Sacraments, 
Are they not the fame thing, though different- 
ly Adminiſtred in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, or 
in a Diſlenting Church ; and how can you | 
rake it'as a Civil Act in one place, and a Re-. 
lIigious Act in another 2 This 1s playing Bo-. 
peep with God Almighty, and no man can tell 
of them when they are abou a Civil Action, 
and when about a Religions, Bur to anſwer 
this pretence at once, Sacraments as. Sacra- 
ments are Religious Acts, and can be no. 
other; if you do not take it as a Sacrament, 
the Cale differs; but how can you ſay you do 
not take it as a Sacrament ; an Oath is to be 
raken in the Senſe of the Impoſer; and a Sa- 
crament, which is a Recognition of the moſt 
Sacred of Oaths, muſt be alſo taken in the 
Senſe of the Impoſer; if the Perſon Admini- 
ſtring declar'd at the Adminiſtration, He did 
not give it as' a Sacrament, but only gave y9u 4 
| bit of * Bread, and a draught of Wine as a Friend, 
or the like, this was ſomething ; but can a 
Miniſter deliver the Bread to you , -afd ſay, 
The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. . and you 
kneeling with Reverence take it as ſuch, and 
_ repeat the Reſponſes at the Communion, and 


ſay Amen to the Prayer, and ſay 'tis a Civil 
D Action, 
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Action. This is fuch Bantering with Religion, 
25 no Modeſt Chriſtian can think of without 
Horror. 

2. Another Part of the Apology is, That 
without it they cannot be admitted into Pub. 
lick Places of Truſt; and if they are not ad- 
mitted, ſuch will get in as will betray their 
_ Country and Liberties, and they do it purely to 
ſecure their Country , which they think their 
Duty. | 

"Theſe are Patriots that will damn their Souls 
to ſave their Country; a ſort of a Publick 
Spirit hardly to be found in the World, and 
indeed a Non-entity in it ſelf; for 'tis a Mi- 
take ; the Gentlemen who make this Anſwer, 
put the Caſe wrong. 'For I would defire ſuch 
to Anſwer a few Queſtions. 

If the Service of their Country be ſo dear to 
them, pray why ſhould they not chuſe to ex- 
pole their Bodies and Eſtates for that Service, 
rather than their Souls ; the Penalty of the 
Law in accepting the Publick Employments is 
wholly Pecuniary ; the difference lies here, 
they chuſe the Treſpaſſing on their | Conſciences , 
before the hazard of their Eftates , - as the leaſt 
Evil ; for 'tis plain, any Man who will ſuffer 
the Penalty, -or run the Riſque of ir, which is 
all 
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all one, may excuſe the Conformity : For the 
Law does not ſay you ſhall fo and ſo Con- 
form, but if you. do not Conform, you ſhall 
incur ſuch and ſuch Penalties; any Man that 
will incur the Penalty, may commit the-Treſ- 
als. Cn | 
c So that all this Compliance is not, To be 
admitted to Places, that chey may be able to 
ſerve their Country, but to ſave the Five 
hundred pounds, and other Penalties of that 
At. | 


' 2. Why, if we believe the Power of God to 
be Omnipotent, ſhould we imagine that he is 
not able to protec our Country and Liberties, 
without our perpetrating {o wicked an Act to 
| ſecure them, as doing Evil that Good may come, 
which is expreſly forbidden ? 

But we are told again, This is in it ſelf no 

_ Sinful A&, and therefore it is not doing Eyvil. 
T his is tacitly anſwered before; tho 'tis not a 
Sinful Act in it ſelf, yet *tis either a Sinful At 
mm a Diſſenter, or elſe his Diſſenting before was a 
Sinful 4F, For if he is ſatisfied he does well 
in Conforming now, why did he not before ? 
There is but one Anſwer for that, which is, He 
is otherwiſe convinced; to which I reply, It chac 
” Di. were'. 
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were triie,he would then as a Convert continue 
in this New Communion ; bur 'tis evident the 
ſame Perſons return immediately tothe former 
Profcflion as Diſlenters, and they can have no 
ſuch Excuſe, unleſs ir be, that they were con- 
vinc'd, and reconvinc'd, and then convinc'd 
again. 
Some have the Folly to'argue againſt the 
Law it ſelf, as a moſt Notorious Impoſicion 
upon the Conſciences of Men, by making the 
Sacred Inftirutions of Chriſt a Drudge to Se- 
cular Intereſt, and a Caule of mens Sins, by 
leading them into Tempration, I could 6 
enough to vindicate thar part, tho I am no more. 
reconcild to that Law, than other Men , bur 
tis remote to our Argument: "Tis an Ac of 
Parliament, and what is ſo, is of every Man's 
own doing, and therefore * tis juſt every one 
ſhou'd comply with the Terms, or ſuffer the 
Penalty ; bur here is no Penalty, if no Crime; 
if no Preferments are ſought , no Honours ac 
cepted, there is no Crime ; if Self denial was 
iT oracticable as Self advancement. here is no 
need of the Crime. So that they who do this, 
feek the Crime, that is the firſt Sm ; then Mor 
gage their Conſciences to avoid the Penalty, 
and ſo add one Sin to another. But we are 
told 
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told by ſome, cis nor againſt their Conſciences, 
they hope both Parties are Good Chriſtians ; 
there are Differences between them which they 
don't underſtand nor meddle with, and their 
Conſciences are very well fatished ro Commu:- 
nicate with either. : 

TI would ask ſuch, if their Conſciences would 
ſerve to Communicate with the Church, why _ 
did they Separate? For Communicating with 
the Diſſenter, is not an Occaſional or Caſual 
Thing, but an open declar'd breaking off from 
the Church Eſtabliſhrg. Now no Man can be 
ſaid to Separate from, and Joyn to a thing ac 
the ſame time ; if your Conlcience is ſatisfied in 
Toyning, it cannot be ſatisfied in Separating , 
unleſs you can ſuppoſe your Conſcience to be 
latisfied and diſlatished both together. If you 
have a Conſcience of any Religion ar all, ir 
muſt be of ſame Religion or other ; if of this, 
it cannot be of that; it of that, it cannor be of 
this: To Diſſent and Approve, are differen: 
Acts, and can never be fixt upon the ſame Ob- 
ject at the ſame time; as for a Man, Pallively 
Religious, that can Communicate any where, 
that Man may from the ſame Principle , and 
with far leſs guile Communicate no where, for 
fuch a Man, in down right Engliſh, has pay | 

_ rute 
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euted the little Religion he had, if ever he had 
any, to his Intereſt, and may be Turk, Jew, 
Papiſt, or any thing, 

T he latter part of the Charge leads me to 
confider another Point, which relates to the 
Aſſemblies of the Difſenters, who admit, and by 
conſequence approve this way of proceeding. [ 
do not pretend to examine by what Methods 
ſuch particular Churches do proceed. And [ 


would be as tender as poſſible in making Re- | 


flections. I wiſh they would be as Charitable 
in cenſuring this Reproof. 

I do think, with Submiſſion, 'tis impoſſible 
to prove that any Perſon, whole Caſe the 
foregoing Paragraph reaches, can be'receiv'd 
again into Church-Communion in a Diffent- 
ting Aflembly upon any other Terms, than as + 
a Penitent. I have heard of ſome, who have 


\ been ſaid to have leave from their Miniſters 


for this Matter; if /o, they have aſſum'd ſome 
Diſpenſmg Authority, which I believe does not 
appertain to the Miniſterial Function , nor is 
not contain'd in the Miſſion of our Saviour. 
Buc I do not affirm, That any ſuch thing has 


been really allow'd. 


As to the Relation of Churches, and the 
Mcmbers thereof, one to another, as the Diſ- 
| ſenters 
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ſenters now Eſtabliſh them; I am ſure, the 
allowance of any Member in a Promiſcuous 
Communion with the Church of England and- 
the Diſſenter at the ſame time, is not pretend- _ 
ed to be allow'd, nor is it conſiſtent with it 
ſelf. *Tis Prepoſterous, and Excentrick, and 
is Deſtructive of the very Foundation of the 
Diflencers Principles, as is already noted, 'con- 
cerning Schiſms in the Church. In this Cale, 
Charity can'heal nothing, nor help nothing ; 
_ *tis of abſolute neceſſity chat one Man be bur 
of one ſide, at one and the ſame time. Either 
the Conformiſt will marr the Diſlenter, or the 
Diſſenter will marr the Conformiſt. For if I - 
ſhall be: admitted into the Communion of the 
Difſenter, and of the Church together; then 
the Diſſencer muſt have ſome other Reaſon 
for being a Diflenter, than Purity of Wor- 
ſhip. 
Mechinks Men ſhould ſeem what they are; 
if a man Diſſent from the Church, let him do 
/o; and his Priaciple being well-grounded 
for ſuch Difſent, let him hold it ; if not well- 
orounded, let him leave it; if he cannot ſuffer 
one way , let him ſuffer another; and why 
ſhould we not be as honeſt to God as our 


Country. 
- The: 


*q 
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TheM otives to ſerve our Country are ſtrong, 
but there arc ways to do it without ſuch a 


Violation of all our Principles and Profeſſion ; 
if not, truſt God's Providence with the Ifſue, 


who never wants Agents tO preſerve and deli. | 
ver his People when his time is at hand ; ard 


vou can have ſmall hope to expeC&t that the 
Oftice and Truft you ſhall Execute, ſhall re- 
ccive any AlGftance from his Providence, when 
the fuſt Step into it, is made by offering the 
greateſt . Aﬀeont to his Honour , and commit- 
ting the vileſt A of Perfidy in the World. 
But if the gay Proſpect o a Grear Place, 


_ tempt any Gn beyond the Power char 


God's Grace is pleasd to Aflift him with, 
that way let him abide, and not be re- +" 
ted, becaule of his Gold Ring and Fine 
A pparel , without a Penitent Acknowledg- 
ment, The Diflenters in Fngland, can never 
pretend to be Diſſenters upon the mere Ptin- 


. Ciple of Purity of Worſhip, as I have related 
In the beginning of this Diſcourſe , if ſuch 


{hall be receiv'd as blameleſs into chete Com- 
munion, who have deſerted them upon the oc- 


caſion of Preferment, and have made the Sa- 
. cred [aſticutions of Chrift Jeſus, become Pimps 


co their Secular lotereſt, and then wipe their 
Mouths, 


[Þ) : - 
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Mouths, and fic down in the Church, and lay, | 
They have done no Evil. 

'Tis alſo an Incolerable Aﬀeront to' the 
Church of England , reflecting upon its Do- 

Arine as well as Practice ; Fo make ule of 
the Church for a Cover to fence them againſt. 
the Laws, at the ſame time continuing to diſt 
own Its Communion, as a thing not fit to '% 
continued in, 

And yet" the Church of Enzland is in the 
right to receive ſuch of the Diſlenters as {hall 
come to them, without the Ceremony of Re-_ 
cognition, becauſe i It is agreeable to the No-. 
tion of a National Church, which they pro- 
fels to be. Buc Diſſenters ars bound to juſtify 
their Separation from them, or elſe their whole 
Conſtitution falls to the Ground Now, how 
2 Separation and a Conformity are Contiſtent, 
is to me an Inexplicable Riddle. 

[ queſtion not here the Lawfulnelſs of the 
Difſ:nters Separation ; it is not the buſineſs of 
this Diſcourſe to define it; and | am as care- 
ful as I can in making RefleQions upon either ; 
bur F am bold to affirm, That no Difleating 
Church can with lawful Cauſe Separate from 
the Church of England, Eſtabliſh Private 


Churches or Communions, and at the ſame 
=. E times 
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times allow the Members to Conform to the 
Eſtabliſh Church too: This is incongruous, 
and one muſt deſtroy the other. From whence 
I think it becomes the Diſſenters, it they would 
maintain the Doctrine they teach; it they 
would have us believe they Diſſent purely on 
the honelt Principles of Conſcience, and Purity 
of Worſhip, with ſuch a one, No, not to Far, 
And it is not ſufhcient that the Offender be a 


Lord Mayor, or any Greater Perſon ; unleſs 


he would be Lord Mayor without a Breach of 
the Sacred Relation he had entred into , he 
ſhould be dealt with in that Caſe, as the mean- 
eſt Member of luch a Society, 
Oa the other hand, if a Man be call'd npon 
to be a Magiſtrate, and has Courage, enough - 
to follow the Impartial Di&tates of his Conſci- 
eace,a Query lies before him, What ſhall he do : 
The Cale is plain ; Either refuſe the Honour, 


or yur the Riſque; the firſt indeed is the plain- 
eſt and caſteſt Way, and the Ground of it is 


good, for he whoſe Conſcience Ditates to 
him that the Terms are Sinful, may reiule the 
Call; for Prcferments and Honours-zre a. Bait 
that ſome have refus'd on mere Points of Spe- 
culative Philoſophy ; and 'tis hard, Chriſtianity 


Thou'd not carry a Man as far, Well, but 


perhaps 
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thinks "tis his Indiſpenſible Duty to ſerve his 
Country, if he is call'd to that, or the like Of- 
fice; or perhaps he thinks 'tis a Duty he owes 


his Family, to advance his Children, and the 


|:ke, and he is a Profeſt Diſſenter ; What ſhall 
he do? Let him boldly run the Riſque, or 
openly and honeſtly Conform to the Church, 


and neither be aſham'd of his Honour, nor of 


his Profeſſion ; ſuch a Man all Men will Value, 
and God will Own: He need not fear carry- 
ing the Sword to a Conventicle, or bringing 
the Conventicle to his own Houſe. Burt to 
make the matter a Game, to dodge Religions, 
\ and go in the Morning to Church, and in the 
Afternoon to the Meeting ; to Communicate in 
private with the Church of England, to' ſave a 
Penalty ,. and then go back to the Diſſenters 
and Communicate again there : This is ſuch a 
Retrograde Devotion, .that | ean ſee no Colour 
of pretence for in all the Sacred Book. 


{ have heard, indeed, that. ſome, who are 


Miniſters of Diſſenting Churches do , or did ac 


the ſame -time Communicate with the Church - 


of Fneland, I do. not diſpute how far a Mi- 
niſter may Conform as a Lay-man, tho' he 


CAnnot-:. 


' perhaps a Man has a mind to be a Sheriff and Lord 
Mayor, and is a Diſſenter ; or perhaps he really 
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- cannot as a Clergy-man ;- but how any Diſſen- 
ting Miniſter can Conform as a Lay-man,- and 
at the ſame time execute a Paſtoral. Charge 
| over a Congregation, whom he teaches to Se- 

parate from te.Church 1 ina Lay: -Conimunion, 

I cannot imagine., 
*Tis not,. as. I have already noted, Confor- 
mity or  Nonconformiry, that I am. diſcourſi Ing ; 

_ bur'is "Conformity and Nonconformity at the 
ſame time, in one and the ſame Perſon, that 
is the Popit.; and doing this for a Secular End, 
to ſave a Penalty, and privately; and then, a3 
being aſham'd of ir, to go back and fir down 
as not having done it at all ; and a Church $o- 

—w_ admitting this without caking* patice, 'of 

Theſe are the ContradiCtions I infift-u Poe. 
| al rather wiſh, than expe to {ee ned, 
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